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Ţhe problem

P̧rogrammes aimed at addressing the problem
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Overview

Ţhe fight against the digital divide has 
resulted in massive imports of used and new 
computers and other electrical and 
electronic equipment into developing 
countries, especially in Africa

¸E-waste has become one of the major 
challenges in the field of waste management 
in developing countries
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E-waste situation in Ghana

¸End-of-life electric and electronic gadgets (mobile 
phones, TVs, computers, , refrigerators, etc.) are 
generated locally by various institutions, repair 
shops, industries and households.

¸Collection of waste EEE is being done predominantly 
by the informal sector without regard to health and 
safety.

¸Recovery of materials is also predominantly done by 
the informal sector using crude methods and without 
regard to health and safety and the environment

¸Some E-waste are also indiscriminately disposed.
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E-waste situation in Ghana (2) 

There are indications that the reliance on electrical and 

electronic equipment (EEE) is on the rise. Some of 

these indicators include:

¸Less restrictions on imports of used EEE some of 

which arrive as end-of-life (imported e-waste?).

¸There is generally  growing demand for new and 

used EEE by households, institutions, industry, etc.

¸Standards of new EEE imported into Ghana may be 

low compared to those used in developed countries -

hence high rate of obsolescence
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