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The Sixth International Conference
on Environmental Compliance and
Enforcement in San Jose, Costa Rica was
made possible by the personal and finan-
cial contributions of many organizations
and individuals.  An Executive Planning
Committee (EPC) to the International
Network of Environmental Compliance and
Enforcement, INECE, whose membership
is listed in the Proceedings, provided lead-
ership and direction in the design of the
program, selection of the speakers and
topic experts, and identification of individu-
als from a range of nations who would be in
the best position to share practical experi-
ence in environmental compliance and
enforcement to improve or develop domes-
tic compliance and enforcement programs
and to engage in ongoing networking,
capacity building and enforcement cooper-
ation.

The Conference could not have
been a success without the active and
meanful contributions of the participants,
as well as the cooperation of their organi-
zations who allowed these experts to come
together for an entire week to combine
knowledge and experience in working
towards better environmental enforcement
and compliance networks.  A special note
of thanks to the conference speakers, topic
experts, moderators, facilitators and rap-
porteurs and those who volunteered to pre-
pare papers, all of who are colleagues
making a special effort to share their expe-
riences and help facilitate our exchanges at
the Conference.  Special thanks to those
contributing materials for the Conference
exhibits.

The participants were provided
with a choice of joining one of six field vis-
its to diverse environments throughout
Costa Rica.  We would like to thank every-
one who assisted in arranging the field vis-
its, as well as those who volunteered their
services as tour guides and lecturers.  The

field visits turned out to be a great success
and were very enjoyable.  Their efforts
assisted greatly in allowing the Conference
participants to get a real feel for Costa
Rica. 

Funding of the Conference logis-
tics, planning and workshop development
was provided by the conference sponsors:
the Inspectorate of Housing, Spatial
Planning and the Environment, The
Netherlands; the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, United States; the
European Commission; The Ministry of the
Environment and Energy of the Republic of
Costa Rica (MINAE); the Center for
International Environmental Law; The
World Bank; United Nations Environment
Programme, Environment Canada; and the
Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development.  Funding of participants
was graciously offered by The Netherlands
Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and
the Environment, International Department,
the World Bank, the U.S. Asia
Environmental Partnership, Comisión
Centroamerican de Ambiente y Desarollo,
the International Fund for Animal Welfare,
the Commission on Environmental
Cooperation, and the U.S. Agency for
International Development.

We would like to thank
Ambassador John Danilovich and his staff
at the US Embassy in Costa Rica for their
contributions to the Conference.  In partic-
ular, we would like to thank Marcela
Ramirez, Andrea Borel, and David Alarid
for their valuable services, including the
two field trips led by Ms. Ramirez and Ms.
Borel.  Also, we would like to express our
gratitude to Mr. Eduardo Muller and
Alejandra Salazar of the University for
International Cooperation for helping to
organize the Saturday event for local par-
ticipants and guiding the Zoo Ave field visit.
Additionally, thank you to Ms. Patricia
Madrigal of the Costa Rican Environmental
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Law Association for assisting in the plan-
ning of the Saturday event for local partici-
pants.

We would like to thank Honorable
Wim Wessels of the Dutch Embassy for
opening his residence Saturday evening
and sponsoring a wonderful reception for
local Conference participants.  Additionally,
we would like to personally thank his staff,
Mr. Geert Geut and Ms. Myrtille Danse, for
their valuable assistance serving on the
local planning committee and in particular,
for their hard work organizing the field vis-
its.  We would also like to thank Ana
Victoria Rojas, Carlos Manuel Chacon, and
Rolando Castro of the Center for
Environmental Law and Natural Resources
for organizing and facilitating the
Conservation Easements field visit.  

In addition to the funding offered to
assist our Participants in attending the
Conference, a variety of other services and
activities lended to the success of the
Conference, sponsored by organizations
and people in Costa Rica.  We would like to
thank the Instituto Costarricenses de
Electricidad, especially Gerardo Chavez
and Marjorie Gonzalez, for sponsoring the
Internet Cafe and a dinner trip to Pueblo
Antiguo for participants.  Both were a huge
success.  

Thank you to Mr. Franz
Tattenbach, National Coordinator of the
Costa Rican Office for Joint
Implementation for his well-received
remarks during the dinner reception and
Mr. Ricardo Ulate, Director of the
International Cooperation of the Ministry of
Environment and Energy of Costa Rica for
his remarks at the Opening Plenary
Session.  A special thanks to Mr. Eduardo
Vilchez, Direccion General de Migracion y
Extranjera and his staff, Ana Virginia
Lizano, Carlos Castro for working so dili-
gently to secure authorization for entry into
Costa Rica for many of the Conference par-
ticipants.  Thanks to their tireless efforts,
every single invitee was able to participate.

Thank you to Mr. Oscar Ramirez of the
Ministerio del Ambiente de Costa Rica and
Mr. William Rodriguez of the Ministerio de
Agricultura de Costa Rica for their critical
assistance with the customs process, with-
out which the Conference could not have
succeeded.   

Special thanks to Mr. Jo Gerardu
and Ms. Machteld Brokerhof, both of
VROM, along with Mr. Davis Jones, Mr.
Richard Emory and Mr. Thomas Maslany of
the USEPA for assisting the INECE secre-
tariat and the Executive Planning
Committee, finalizing the Conference pro-
gram, brochure and supporting materials,
assisting in the management of the on-site
activities at the Conference and editing the
Proceedings (Volumes 1 and 2).  Finally,
we express our gratitude to Ms. Adriana
Bianchi of the World Bank Institute for
assisting the Secretariat in editing the
Conference evaluation form and providing
insightful questions.

A special note of appreciation to
the Center for International Environmental
Law subgrantees Earthpace LLC, Mr.
Kenneth Markowitz, Ms. Marcy Markowitz,
and Ms. Catherine Spangler and
EcoConsulta, Ms. Carolina Mauri and Mr.
Lawrence Pratt without whose tireless
efforts, energy and dedication the week
long conference and side events may not
have been a success. They provided excel-
lent support to the EPC, sub-committees,
and Conference participants, as well as
managed Conference logistics, such as
drafting the Conference program, brochure
and supporting materials, and managing
on-site activities at the Conference.
Additionally, Earthpace LLC designed,
maintained and continuously built upon the
INECE Web site and its many features,
prepared and edited the Conference
Proceedings (Volumes 1 and 2) and the 5th
Edition of the INECE Newsletter, which was
distributed at the Conference.

2 SIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT


